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Amendments to the Claims: 

Please amend Claims 1 through 21 as indicated below. 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A shipping management computer system, said shipping 
management computer system comprising at least one computer device, wherein said 
shipping management computer system is programmed to: 

receive from each respective user of a plural itv of users, a respective input of a 
set of parcel specifications for shipping a respective particular parcel, wherein each 
respective user accesses the shipping management computer system over a global 
communications network using a respective user cl ient computer device, and wherein 
each respective user client computer device is adapted for communication with the global 
communications network: and 

app l y, in response to each respective inpu t a roguost by any part i cu l ar user of a 
p l ura li ty of us e rs , apply a set of carrier-specific shipping location rules for each carrier of 
a plurality of carriers to a respective default shipping location associated with the 
respective user and to [althe set of parcel specifications input by the part i cu l ar 
r e guest i ng respective use r, wh e rein e ach us e r access e s th e computer system ov e r a globa l 
commun i cat i ons n e twork us i ng a c lie nt computer dov i o e , e ach us e r c lie nt comput e r 
d e v i o e hav i ng an i nd i v i dua l ele ctron i c conn e ct i on to th e g l oba l commun i cations n e twork . 

2. (Currently Amended) A shipping management computer system, said shipping 
management computer system comprising at least one computer device, wherein said 
shipping management computer system is programmed to: 

i dent i fy, in response to a request by any particular respective user of a plural ity of 
user s to ship a particular respective parcel , identify each carrier [from]of a plurality of 



Application Serial No. 09/684,871 
Office Action Dated 03/24/2004 



carriers that would supports! shipping [a]the particular respective parcel from a 
respective user-specific default shipping location wpu^b vthat is associated with the 
particular roqu e sting respective user, wherein each respective user accesses the computer 
system over a global communications network using a respective client computer device, 
and wherein each respective user client computer device is adapted for communication 
with hav i ng an i nd i vidual e l e ctronic conn e ction to the global communications network. 

3. (Currently Amended) A shipping management computer system, said shipping 
management computer syste m comprising at least one computer device, wherein said 
shipping management computer system is programmed to: 

collect as a respective default shipping location for eae ha respective particular 
user of a plurality of users, a user input from the respective particular user of a[n] 
respective identification of a default shipping location for respective parcels to be shipped 
by the respective particular user, wherein each respective particular user accesses the 
computer system over a global communications network using a respective client 
computer device, and wherein each respective user client compute r device is adapted for 
communication with hav i ngan i nd i v i dua l ele ctron i c conn e ct i on to the global 
communications network; and 

store in a database a respective record corresponding to each respective particular 
user, each said respective record comprising an identifier for the respective particular 
user, and further comprising t he respective identification of the default shipping location 
for the respective particular user. 

4. (Currently Amended) The shipping management computer system of claim 3, said 
shipping management computer system further programmed to: 

collect as parcel specifications for a particular parcel^ user input from the 
respective particular user, wherein the parcel specifications oompris i ng comprise at least 
one of: a package type, a set of package dimensions, or a package weight of the 
particular parcel [;]. 
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5. (Currently Amended) The shipping management computer system of claim 4, said 
shipping management computer system further programmed to: 

apply a respective set of shipping location rules for each respective carrier of a 
plurality of carriers to the respective default shipping location and the parcel 
specif ications^ input by the respective particular user. 

6. (Currently Amended) The shipping management computer system of claim 5, said 
shipping management computer system further programmed to: 

d e term i n e for each respective carrier of the plurality of carrier s, determine 
whether the respective carrier would supports] shipping of the particular parcel 
according to th e respective set of shipping location rules for the part i cu l a r respective 
carrier as applied to the parcel specifications for the particular parcel and the respective 
default shipping location input by the respective particular user. 

7. (Currently Amended) Th e shipping management computer system of claim 6, said 
shipping management computer system further programmed to: 

calculate a respective service-specific, carrier-specific shipping rate for shipping 
the particular parcel to bo shipped by th e part i cu l ar user for each respective service of a 
plurality of services offered by each respective carrier of the plurality of carrier s, said 
respective service-specific, carrier-specific shipping rate calculated according to [althe 
respective set of shipping location rules for each respective carrier, and according to a 
respective set of pricing rules for each respective service offered by each respective 
carrier as applied to the parcel specifications for the particular parcel and the respective 
default shipping location i nput by th e particu l ar us e r . 

8. (Currently Amended) A method using a computer system for managing shipping 
of a plurality of parcels shipped by any on e carrier of a plural ity of carriers, wherein said 
computer system comprises at least one computer device, the method comprising: 

reoeiving from each respective user of a plurality of users, a respective input of a 
set of parcel specifications for shipping a respective particular parcel, wherein each 
respective user acoesses the shipping management computer system over a global 
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communications network using a respective user cl ient computer device, and wherein 
each respective user client computer device is adapted for communication with the global 
communications network; and 

app l y i ng, in response t o each respective inpu t a request by any part i cu l ar user of a 
p l ura li ty of us e rs , applying a set of carrier-specific shipping location rules for each carrier 
of a plurality of carriers to a respective default shipping location associated with the 
respective user and_to [a]the set of parcel specifications input by the part i cular 
r e quest i ng respective use r, whoro i n each user aooossos the oomputor system ovor a global 
commun i cations network using a c li ent computer dovioo, each usor c l ient computer 
d e v i c e hav i ng an i nd i v i dual ele ctron i c connect i on to th e globa l commun i cat i ons n e twork . 

9. (Currently Amended) A method using a computer system for managing shipping 
of a plurality of parcels shipped by any one carrier of a plural ity of carriers, wherein said 
computer system comprises at least one computer device, the method comprising: 

i dent i fy i ng, in response to a request by any particular respective user of a plurality 
of user s to ship a particular respective parcel , identifying each carrier [from]of a plurality 
of carriers that would support [si shipping [a]the particular respective parcel from a 
respective user-specific default shipping location ifpjt-b vthat is associated with the 
particular requ e st i ng respective user, wherein each respective user accesses the computer 
system over a global communications network using a respective client computer device, 
and wherein each respective user cl ient computer device is adapted for communication 
with hav i ng an i nd i v i dual e l e ctron i c conn e ct i on to the global communications network. 

10. (Currently Amended) A method using a computer system for managing shipping 
of a plurality of parcels shipped by any one carrier of a plurality of carriers, wherein said 
computer system comprises at least one computer device, the method comprising: 

collecting as a respective default shipping location foreac ha respective particular 
user of a plurality of users, a user input from the respective particular user of a[n] 
respective identification of a default shipping location fo r respective parcels to be shipped 
by the respective particular user, wherein each respective particular user accesses the 
computer system over a global communications network using a respective client 
computer device, and wherein each respective user client compute r device is adapted for 
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communication wit h hav i ng an i nd i v i dua l e l e ctron i c oonnoction to the global 
communications network; and 

storing in a database a respective record corresponding to each respective 
particular user, each said respective record comprising an identifier for the respective 
particular user, and further comprising t he respective identification of the default 
shipping location for the respective particular user. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) A method using a computer system for managing shipping 
of a plurality of parcels shipped by any one carrier of a plurality of carriers, wherein said 
computer system comprises at least one computer device, the method comprising: 

collecting as parcel specifications for a particular parcel^ user input from the 
respective particular user, wherein the parcel specifications oomprising comprise at least 
one of: a package type, a set of package dimensions, or a package weight of the 
particular parcel[;]. 

12. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 1 1 , said method further comprising: 
applying a respective set of shipping location rules for each respective carrier of a 

plurality of carriers to the respective default shipping location and the parcel 
specif icationSj input by the respective particular user. 

13. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 12, said method further comprising: 
d e term i ning for each respective carrier of the plurality of carrier s, determining 

whether the respective carrier would supportfsl shipping of the particular parcel 
according to th e respective set of shipping location rules for the particu i r respective 
carrier as applied to the parcel specifications for the particular parcel and the respective 
default shipping location input by the respective particular user. 

14. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 13, said method further comprising: 
calculating a respective service-specific, carrier-specific shipping rate for 

shipping the particular parcel to be shipped by tho part i cu l ar usor for each respective 
service of a plurality of services offered by each respective carrier of the plurality of 
carrier s, said respective service-specific, carrier-specific shipping rate calculated 
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according to fal the respective set of shipping location rules for each respective carrier, 
and according to a respective set of pricing rules for each respective service offered by 
each respective carrier asapplied to the parcel specifications for the particular parcel and 
the respjctjve default shipping location i n p ut by tho part i cu h r i w pr . 

15. (Currently Amended) A computer program product embodying computer program 
instructions for execution by a computer system for managing shipping of a plurality of 
parcels shipped by any on e carrier of a plurality of carriers, the computer program 
product comprising: 

o cot nf pmgnm instruction s far divine, from each respective user of a plurality 
nff . .sors. a respect innut of a set rrf parrel specifications for shipping a respective 
partinilar parcel , whprein each res tive user accessps the shipping management 
mmnuter system nvsr a global co m m. mirations network using a respective user client 
mmn. iter device. *nH wherein each w *ts* user client romp, .ter device is adapted for 
mmmunication with the globa l communications network; and 

a set of program instructions for applying, in response to each respective inputs 
rcguost by any part ic u l a r u o cr of a pli im ltty n f i h pw , a set of carrier-specific shipping 
location rules for each carrier of a plurality of carriers to a respective d efault shipping 

^i.tpH with tho respective user and to [a]the set of parcel specifications input 
by the part i cu l ar rogumting iesBectiye use r, wherein each user accocccc th o m mp i i ter 
oyotom over a globa l communi ca t io ns network u g i n g n cl i ent computor do vic o , each us e r 
client computer dovico having an individual oloctron i c connoction to tho g l obal 
commun i cationG notwor k. 

16. (Currently Amended) A computer program product embodying computer program 
instructions for execution by a computer system for managing shipping of a plurality of 
parcels shipped by any on e carrier of a plurality of carriers, the computer program 

product comprising: 

a set of program instructions for identifying, in response to a reguest by any 
particular respective user of a plurality of users to ship a reticular respective parcel, each 
carrier [fromjof a plurality of carriers that would supports] shipping [a]the particular 



-8- 



Application Serial No. 09/684,871 
Off ice Action Dated 03/24/2004 



respective parcel from a respective user-specific default shipping location mpu^b ythat is 
associated with the particular n e qu e st i nq respective user, wherein each respective user 
accesses the computer system over a global communications network using a respective 
client computer device, and wherein each respective user client computer device js 
adapted for communication with hav i ng an i nd i v i dua l electronic connection to the global 
communications network. 

17. (Currently Amended) A computer program product embodying computer program 
instructions for execution by a computer system for managing shipping of a plurality of 
parcels shipped by any on e carrier of a plurality of carriers, the computer program 
product comprising: 

a set of program instructions for collecting as a respective default shipping 
location foreac ha respective particular user of a plurality of users, a user input from the 
respective particular user of a[n] respective identification of a default shipping location 
for respective parcels to be shipped by the respective particular user, wherein each 
respective particular user accesses the computer system over a global communications 
network using a respective client computer device, and wherein each respective user 
client compute r device is adapted for communication with hav i ng an indiv i dua l electron i c 
oonnoct i on to the global communications network; and 

a set of program instructions for storing in a database a respective record 
corresponding to each respective particular user, each said respective record comprising 
an identifier for the respective particular user, and further comprising the respective 
identification of the default shipping location for the respective particular user. 

1 8. (Currently Amended) A computer program product embodying computer program 
instructions for execution by a computer system for managing shipping of a plurality of 
parcels shipped by any on e carrier of a plurality of carriers, the computer program 
product comprising: 

a set of program instructions for col lecting as parcel specifications for a particular 
parcel^ user input from the respective particular user, wherein the parcel specifications 
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oompr i s i n q comprise at least one of: a package type, a set of package dimensions, or a 
package weight of the particular parcel[;]. 

19. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of Claim 18, said computer 
program product further comprising: 

a set of program instructions for applying a respective set of shipping location 
rules for each respective carrier of a plurality of carriers to the respective default shipping 
location and the parcel specif ications^ input by the respective particular user. 

20. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of Claim 1 9, said computer 
program product further comprising: 

a set of program instructions for determining, for each respective carrier of the 
plurality of carriers, whether the respective carrier would supports! shipping of the 
particular parcel according to th e respective set of shipping location rules for the 
part i cu l a r respective carrier as applied to the parcel specifications for the particular parcel 
and the respective default shipping location input by the respective particular user. 

21 . (Currently Amended) The computer program product of Claim 20, said computer 
program product further comprising: 

a set of program instructions for calculating a respective 9ervice^specif ic, carrier- 
specific shipping rate for shipping the particular parcel to bo shipped by tho part i cular 
user-for each respective service of a plurality of services offered by each respective 
carrier of the plurality of carrier s, said respective service-specific, carrier-specific 
shipping rate calculated according to fal the respective set of shipping location rules for 
each respective carrier, and according to a respective set of pricing rules for each 
respective service offered by each respective carrier as applied to the parcel specifications 
for the particular parcel and the respective default shipping location i nput by th e 
particular us e r . 
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